MANAGEMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
MEMORANDUM
DATE:

February 4, 2020

TO:

The Honorable City Council

FROM:

Bryan Cook, City Manager
By: Brian Haworth, Asst. to the City Manager/Econ. Development Manager

SUBJECT:

OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL 50

RECOMMENDATION:
The City Council is requested to approve a letter in opposition to Senate Bill 50.
BACKGROUND:
1.

On December 3, 2018, Senator Scott Weiner introduced Senate Bill (SB) 50, which
would require local governments to allow higher-density housing near job and transit
centers. This upzoning would greenlight mid-rise apartment towers of four or five
stories near rail stations, transit hubs, and along bus lines. It would also permit
dividing homes into duplexes, triplexes, and fourplexes in areas zoned for singlefamily residences.

2.

On May 13, 2019, the state Senate Appropriations Committee put the bill on hold,
delaying any further movement until January 2020. The controversial proposal—
intended to alleviate the housing crisis—received much opposition, as leaders
statewide said it was a top-down mandate that would remove local control, lead to
density in inappropriate areas, and accelerate gentrification.

3.

On January 6, 2020, the bill was reintroduced with a provision that would allow cities
to create their own development blueprint for densities—or local flexibility plan—as
long as it meets the state’s housing goals. (In the case for Temple City, this means
new zoning that would allow for the production of 2,150 new housing units in the next
eight years under the state’s Regional Housing Needs Assessment.) Cities that fail to
submit state-approved plans by 2021 would then be subject to more prescriptive
requirements under SB 50.
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ANALYSIS:
As part of its legislative update to Council on January 20, 2020, staff provided a brief
update on SB 50. The revised bill must now pass out of the Senate by January 31, 2020
for consideration by the state Assembly.
As of the writing of this report, it’s unclear whether the bill will move forward.
The League of California Cities and California Contract Cities Association, which
represents the city’s interests at the state level, continues to oppose SB 50 for the
following reasons:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The bill undermines locally adopted general plans and housing elements.
The bill’s amended provision for a local flexibility plan is extremely vague.
The bill allows developers to determine densities and design standards.
The bill does not promote or fund additional public transit near dense housing.
The bill focuses on market-rate housing with little attention to affordable housing.
The bill exempts a number of communities from its provisions.

In solidarity with both organizations and their member cities, Council is requested to
approve the attached letter in opposition of the bill’s recent revise. Should the bill not be
signed into law this year, transmittal of the requested letter will formalize Council’s position
if an amended proposal is reintroduced in 2021.
CITY STRATEGIC GOAL:
Actions contained in this report align with the strategic goal of good governance.
FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact associated with the requested Council action.
ATTACHMENT:
A.

SB 50 Opposition Letter

